
The Gift of Years Rugby 
 

Do not be afraid for I have 
redeemed you.  

I have called you by your name.               
You are mine. 

 
When you walk through the waters 

 I’ll be with you.  
You will never sink beneath the 

waves. 
 

When the fire is burning all around 
you, you will never be consumed by 

the flames. 
 

When the fear of loneliness is 
looming then remember I am by 

your side. 
       A rainbow of hope outside Woodville House 

              You are mine, O my child,  
          I am your Father                                            

and I love you with a perfect love. 
 
 

Prayer Letter 
Summer 2020 

 
 

Lindsay Pelloquin, Lead Chaplain writes…. 
 

Dear Friends and Prayer Partners, 
 

I write this letter during the 18th week of the care homes’ lock down.  
Many of you will have heard that the residential care homes for older people have been very 
hard hit by the Covid 19 virus and have been through a very stressful and challenging time. 
The virus targets the oldest and most vulnerable people in our society and sadly we have 
heard that quite a number of our residents passed away when the outbreak was at its peak, 
and our hearts go out to all their relatives and to the staff. While the rest of the country begins 
to see the lifting of lock down restrictions, the care homes are still closed to visitors. Some 
homes are beginning to allow relatives to come and visit their loved ones in the garden, but 
this is usually by appointment only and for half an hour, wearing PPE and at a social distance, 
and of course depends on the weather being fine. 
 
What have The Gift of Years Team been doing? 
 



The Gift of Years Team have been keeping in regular contact with our care homes with cards, 
letters, and phone calls to encourage residents that we have not forgotten them but are 
thinking of them and praying for them. We have managed some virtual visits to residents 
through video calls and even been able to carry on doing a weekly singing group through 
Skype in one of our homes. Georgina has been taking weekly garden services in one home. 
This has happened because residents expressed how much they missed the services and we 
have made some video services which are now available on You Tube. Staff in some homes 
have gathered small groups of residents to watch and join in with these services or taken 
them on ipads to people in their rooms. We have been telephoning and writing to relatives 
who have been bereaved during this time and telephoning managers and staff to offer 
support and let them know we are praying for them. 
A small number of our team have committed to meeting on Zoom to pray every day for the 
care homes. 
 
Please pray for the residents…… 
 
Please pray for God’s loving care and continued protection over all the care homes in Rugby. 
Please pray for residents during this prolonged period of isolation. Residents are longing to 
see their loved ones again. They are feeling cut off from their families and from the outside 
world and some are feeling quite low and depressed. 
 
Please pray for the relatives…… 
 
Some relatives are beginning to make appointments to visit residents in the garden, but it is 
upsetting that they have to social distance. Some residents can not understand why their 
relative must remain apart and not hug or kiss them. Wearing PPE poses its challenges – 
residents struggle to hear and converse when their visitor’s faces are covered with a mask. 
Please pray for relatives who have lost residents during the pandemic and are grieving. 
 
Please pray for the staff…… 
 
Care staff have been absolutely amazing during this extremely stressful time. They have 
pulled together as staff teams and supported one another. They have stayed strong and 
cheerful for the residents despite their personal worries for their own safety and the safety 
of their families. Please pray for the staff as they continue to be socially isolated with their 
residents. They miss having the input from The Gift of Years team, other volunteers and 
entertainers and all those who are normally there to support the care home communities. 
May God bless them all and continue to be close to them and protect them. 
 
Please pray for the Gift of Years Team…… 
 
Please pray for us that we would soon be able to safely resume our active ministry within the 
care homes. It has been very hard for us to not be permitted to support the care homes in 
person through this traumatic time. We continue to hold them in prayer and to wait for their 
doors to open to us again. 
 

Lindsay Pelloquin 
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